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WEEK 1

FREEDOM IN
STEWARDSHIP



MANAGING GOD’S
TREASURES

“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; for he
founded it on the seas and established it on the waters.”
Psalm 24:1-2 (NIV)

These verses remind us of an eternal truth: God is the owner—of everything. He owns the land, its
resources, and all that we have in our lives. We are merely stewards of His property. As the Creator, He is
also the rightful owner of all we see and possess. Recognizing this truth changes the way we view
stewardship.

Stewardship is the management of that which belongs to another. A person may be a good steward or a bad
steward, faithful or unfaithful. Our time, talents, and finances are gifts God has entrusted to us for His
purposes. Our choices in life should reveal our heart's desire to honor God—whether it’s how we spend
our resources, use our spiritual gifts, or care for the people around us.

Stewardship isn’t just about money; it’s about responsibility and faithfulness to the One who owns all
things. Consider these questions: How does God intend you to use what He’s made? In what areas of your
life is it easier to believe that God owns everything? How have you demonstrated a sense of stewardship in
your thoughts, words, or actions? Finally, in what areas of your life is it more difficult to accept that God
owns every part of you?

Remember that stewardship is managing God’s treasures in God’s way, for God’s purposes, and always for
God’s glory.

Prayer: Father, [ praise you as the Creator and Owner of the world and everything in it. Teach me to honor
you as a faithful steward of all you have provided.



IT’S ALL A GIFT

“Don't be deceived, my dear brothers. Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming
down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting
shadows.”

James 1:17 (NIV)

We often think that all that we have is a result of our own hard work, our ingenuity, and our skill. But
Scripture teaches us that everything we have is a gift - specifically, a gift from God. All the good things in
our lives - education, jobs, houses, food, clothes, friendships, and so much more - come to us from a
loving Heavenly Father.

While we do work hard to gain and apply our skills, much that goes into our success is beyond our
control. The availability of education, an economy that supports good jobs, freedom to worship God
without fear of persecution - these are blessings we often take for granted but that are absent in much of
the world.

The entire earth belongs to the Lord (Psalm 24:1). God created the earth and everything in it for
himself, and he sustains it all day by day (John 1:1-2; Colossians 1:16-17; Hebrews 1:2-3). So anything
good in our lives has come to us from God.

What does this mean for stewardship? It means that everything in our possession really belongs to
Someone else. As the Source of every good gift, God has entrusted us with everything we have to use for
his glory.

What are the good gifts in your life that you're thankful for today?

Prayer: Father, thank you for every good gift you have given me. Remind me often that these come from
you and empower me to use them for your glory. In Jesus' name, Amen.



WHO IS YOUR MASTER

“Do not store up for yourselves (material) treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasure in
heaven...for where your treasure is, there your heart (your wishes, your desires; that on
which your life centers) will be also. ...No one can serve two masters; for either he will
hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You
cannot serve God and mammon (money, possessions, fame, status, or whatever is valued
more than the Lord).”Matthew 6:19-21,24 (Amplified Bible)

Every day we make many choices that indicate whether we choose God, or money, as our master.

It takes many years to reach a level of excellence at a job or a sport. When we reach that level of excellence,
our mind and our body respond instantly and correctly to any situation, making sure that we“do it right”
every time. Athletes call this muscle memory. Whether we choose to make God or money the Lord of our
lives, we are training our minds, hearts, and muscles to act a certain way.

If we choose God, He has given us a tremendous training manual complete with short- and long-term goals,
objective measurements to identify our strengths and weaknesses, and specific steps to take to maximize our
strengths and minimize or eliminate our weaknesses.

This manual outlines the spiritual discipline of stewardship. Biblical stewardship starts with thanking God
for the finances He has given us. Then asking Him to guide us as we make decisions as to the best use of every
dollar He has provided.

Prayer: Dear God, thank you for all that you have given me. Thank you for all the ways you provided for my
needs this week. I pray that you will fill me with your wisdom, as I strive to use each dollar in the way that
demonstrates that I chose you as the Lord of my life.



CAN I BE TRUSTED?

“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is
dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. So if you have not been
trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? And if you
have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of
your own?”

Luke 16:10-12 (NIV)

Being trustworthy is what you do and who you are when no one is watching. It is also following through on
what you say you will do. We are called to glorify God in everything we do whether we are alone or in a
crowd. We are called to be a people of integrity, who keep their word and honor God in all ways. We have
the opportunity to prove ourselves to be trustworthy with the things God has given us, both spiritual and
physical. Each day is an opportunity to decide whether we will be trustworthy stewards of what God has
provided or squander the day.

Trust is often determined by past experiences, and when we trust God over ourselves we find him to be
faithful and we are blessed. His love is a miracle, and his faithfulness never fails. May we too strive to be
trustworthy and faithful - knowing that when we slip up (and we will), his grace abounds, and his mercy
sets us upright and back on the path.

Prayer: Dear God, please help me daily to be strong in You. Please help me to be a trustworthy person, full
of integrity and self-control. Amen



FINDING CONTENTMENT

Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has
said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”
Hebrews 13:5 (ESV)

“If T;just had a bit more money, then I would be all set. “Have you ever caught yourself thinking this? Let’s
be honest, we could all use a bit more money, and having a bit more isn’t a bad thing in itself. However, if we
are not content with what we have currently then we will never be content with more because the more is
never enough! This is Lifestyle Creep: we get more, we spend more, we need more to keep up and so on.

Faithful stewardship leads us to find contentment in the provision of God rather than in the love of money.
Love of money is different than the need for money. The need for money can lead us down one of two paths.
First, it can lead to love of money as the object of our desire. When we love money, we make an idol of it;
money becomes the object of our affection and our security rests in this fleeting resource.

Second, the need for money can lead to the love of God who provides for us richly, meeting our needs in
ways beyond our imagination. God does not promise us material wealth, but when he is the object of our
devotion and source of our contentment, we will find in him a security money can’t provide.

One of the keys to finding freedom in stewardship is beginning with finding contentment in God and not in
money. This is easy to say and hard to do. But the author of Hebrews reminds us “He will never leave you
nor forsake you.” Take on the challenge of finding contentment in your eternally stable and faithful Father
who is the author and sustainer of life.

Prayer: Lord, help me to place my faith and security in your hands. Free me from the love of money and the
temptation to find security in earthly wealth.



WEEK 2

DILIGENT EARNER



WORK AS WORSHIP

“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and
female he created them. And God blessed them. And God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and
multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and
over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing the moves on the earth.”
Genesis 1:27-28 (ESV)

Some people love to work, some loathe it, others look at it as a means to an end. But, what would our
attitude to work look like if we saw it as a gift, as a part of our very identity as those who bear the image of
God? We were created to work; when properly viewed, work is a gift and an avenue of worship! Work can be
difficult, frustrating, and discouraging. However, work is the primary means God uses to provide for us.

It is important that we work diligently because our work is a service to the Lord (Colossians 3:23-24). When
we work faithfully and diligently to provide for ourselves and our families, we are engaging in an act of
worship.

If you took this mindset into the workday, how would your day be different? You might look at that pile of
paperwork differently, you might bring renewed vigor to hanging that drywall, you might have more

patience with that one person (you know who they are).

Therefore, thank the Lord for the opportunity to work, to earn, to provide and most importantly, to
worship him in this way.

Prayer: Lord thank you for work, for giving me a means to provide for my family, and for the opportunity
to worship you in this way. Please help me to remain diligent and effective in your service.
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WORK AS MINISTRY

“Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be blameless and innocent,
children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation,
among whom you shine as lights in the world.”

Philippians 2:14-15 (ESV)

Have you ever thought of your work as a ministry? Yep, that’s correct!! Ministry isn’t just for the pastor or
the missionaryj; it’s for everyone in all places. Your office, your job site, your fifth meeting of the day (the
one that easily could have just been an email) is a place of ministry if you approach is as such. Every day at
work is an opportunity to bring God glory by shining the light of Jesus.

Paul in his letter to the Philippians encourages them to do everything “without grumbling or disputing.”
We're called to do everything without complaining or constantly questioning why. This is a good principle
for us in every avenue of our life but especially in the work place. We all know that one person who is
constantly complaining, grumpy, and spreading their gloomy disposition all over the place. We don’t want
to be that person. Not because of some adherence to a moral code, but because of what Christ has done in
our life!

At work, we have ample opportunity to share the light of Christ that is in us to those around us. Our
actions, attitudes and overall demeanor at work can be a reflection of the love we have received from Christ
and the hope we have in him. When we share this light in us, we stand in contrast to the world, bringing
glory to God and engaging in ministry.

Prayer: Lord, thank you for work, thank you for the hope you have given me. Help me to be a light that
shines out your Gospel to all my colleagues and co-workers.
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WORK IS A GIFT

“Beware lest you say in your heart, ‘my power and the might of my hand have gotten me
this wealth.” You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to
get wealth...”

Deuteronomy 8:17-18 (ESV)

This verse reminds us that it is God who enables us to work and gain. It is God who gave us the skills,
talents, and abilities that we have which enable us to work.

There is a misconception that gaining or having wealth is somehow sinful. This couldn’t be further from the
truth. Wealth is neither good nor bad,; it’s simply a resource. What is sinful is over-reliance on wealth, and
selfish ambition that drives some to gain wealth at all costs.

When we realize that wealth and the means of getting it is a gift from God, wealth can be a good thing.
Wealth enables us to provide for our families, to save for the future, to give generously and abundantly to
advance the Kingdom of God!

Another misconception holds that wealth looks like having fancy things - a big house, a nice car, etc. But
this is a worldly image of wealth. True wealth comes from realizing that all we have is a gift from the Lord,
and managing it to his glory as faithful stewards. We don’t have to be ultra-rich in this world to be wealthy.
Wealth looks like having our needs met, being able to give generously, and living a kingdom-focused life. It
looks like living a life dependent on God and him alone, working to his glory and enjoying the good things
he brings to us.

Prayer: Lord, may my work be an act of worship to you. Thank you for giving me the ability to produce
wealth, and thank you for providing for me and my family.
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GET TO WORK!

“And to aspire to live quietly, and to mind your own affairs, and to work with your
hands, as we instructed you, so that you may walk properly before outsiders and be
dependent on no one.”

1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 (ESV)

What a different world we would live in if everyone took this verse to heart! This is certainly a challenge
for many of us, to live quietly, to mind our own business and to stay busy working. A popular proverb says,
“Idle hands are the devil’s playthings.” How true is this! When people are bored, they find themselves in
trouble, meddling in others' business, gossiping, and so on.

But what is the solution to this? Get to work! When we work doing productive things, and benefiting the
world around us, not only do we have less time to get into trouble but also we set a great example. Paul, the
author of Thessalonians, gives a great insight here: If we set ourselves to productive work, we will be set up
to walk properly before the world around us, setting a good example. But even more so we will not be
dependent on anyone. Depending on God alone is a huge part of financial freedom!

The challenge here is pretty simple: Mind our own business, get to work, be dependent on no one and shine
the light of Christ! It’s easier said than done, but as we ask the Lord for help, he will guide our path.

Prayer: Lord, help me to be diligent, focused, and productive. Thank you for the opportunity to work and

to shine your light to all those I encounter. Help me to avoid the temptation to join in on gossip, help me to
fight off laziness, help me to live out your word and not just to hear it.
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ROOTED IN CHRIST

“See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of
God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know

2

him.
1 John 3:1 (ESV)

“What do you do for a living?” This is often the first question when two people meet. It’s a normal question
to ask as it often tells us a lot about a person upon first meeting. It might give us a point of connection or
pique our interest to learn more about their vocation.

However, many of us are tempted to find our identity in what we do for a living. We might say, [ am a
carpenter, a nurse, a banker, etc. As Christians, it is vital for us to remember that we do not find our
identity in what we do for work. No, we find our identity in Christ and him alone. Work is fleeting; people
change jobs, get fired or laid off, or retire. When work disappears, what happens to our identity?

God gives us good gifts — work, the ability to produce wealth, the opportunity to provide for our families.
Yet, our identity is rooted not in any of these things but in him! He looks at us and says“You are a beloved
child of God. You have been restored, renewed, and redeemed by the blood of Christ.”

The challenge for us is to believe this truth. Our identity does not rest in our work or our careers; rather, it
rests in the goodness of God.

Prayer: Lord, help me to remember that [ am a Child of God, to place my identity in you and not in my

work. Help me to remember this truth in good times and in hard and to know that this world cannot crush
me because [ am yours.

14



WEEK 3

PRUDENT SPENDER



RICH IN GOOD DEEDS

“Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their
hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides
us with everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good
deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.”

1 Timothy 6:17-18 (NIV)

“From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded.” Compared to the rest of the world
(today and throughout history), we have been given much. And the Lord tells us what he expects of us: to
love him and love our neighbor. To act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with him (Micah 6:8). Through
our faith in Jesus, he teaches and guides our daily lives. He can change our hearts, moving us from money-
centered to Jesus-centered.

When our hearts are centered on Jesus, we will not view our interactions with others as a chance to gain
wealth; rather we will view them as an opportunity to share our lives, and especially to share the gospel.

In this world of overspending, debt, consumerism, and wealth chasing, let us not waste our time and hope
on the things of this world. Instead, let’s place our hope in Christ and him alone. From Psalm 25:21:“May

integrity and honesty protect me, for I put my hope in You.”

Prayer: Dear God, lead me to always put my hope in you and to do good deeds with a servant’s heart. Amen.
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